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Introduction 

At Cheswardine Primary and Nursery School we are committed to providing a high-quality geography education that inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge provides the tools and approaches that explain how the earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Aims: 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of places, seas and oceans, including their defining   physical and human characteristics.
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.
· Children are competent in the geographical skills needed to: -collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes.
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs etc. 
· Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps and writing at length.

Objectives

· To stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and develop a knowledge and understanding of the physical and human processes which shape places.
· To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country. 
· To provide learning opportunities that enthuse, engage, and motivate children to learn and foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them. 
· To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means.
· To make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality and the interaction between people and the environment.

Inclusion 

All children should be catered for in all geography lessons through differentiation and quality first teaching. Children identified with special educational needs will be included and play an active role through each lesson, with well-matched resources and work. These will be identified on weekly planning. If staff require additional support to meet the needs of any child they should consult the SENDCo.
Teaching organisation
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through geography the children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working. At Cheswardine Primary and Nursery School we are concerned with the process of geography activities as well as the product; therefore it is important to list the skills, concepts and attitudes that the child should develop.

Early Years/ Nursery

Geography is taught in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which underpin the planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live.

Key Stage 1

Pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs.

Key Stage 2

Pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximised.

Planning

All staff plan through a thematic approach focusing on develop literacy and numeracy skills alongside Geographical skills, knowledge and understanding. The planning across each Key Stage builds upon the prior learning, knowledge and skills of the children. Within our Long Term plan and Medium Term planning; activities, knowledge skills and understanding are sequenced to ensure continuity and progression. Whilst we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we have in place a skills progression sheet which ensures continuity increased challenge for the children as they move up through the school.

Teachers collect good examples of work and moderate them together across the federation against the skills progression sheets and age related expectations. This leads to exemplification materials being built up which enables effective judgements to made when assessing each child’s performance in Geography. As these resources are developed teachers assess using the age related expectation guidance for each stage.
Health and Safety 

All health and safety procedures and policies are adhered to.
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