
Term-to-
term rule

Describes how to find the next term in a
sequence based on the previous term

Substitution

If we are given the value of the letters
in an

expression, we can substitute them to
work out the value of the expression.

Enumerate
Finding all of the possible answers to a

problem

Expression
 

A group of letters, symbols and
operation symbols.

Equation
An equation contains an equals sign (=).
Expressions on either side of the equals

sign hold an equal value.

Formula

A type of equation which shows
us the relationship between different
variables. We often use formulas in

geometry and in science.

This is a year 6 unit. For y5, you will be starting to explore the following concepts:
Algebra is the part of maths in which letters and symbols are used to represent numbers and
formulae.
A simple formula is a rule, written using numbers and letters, that helps to work out things like a
volume, or patterns.
A linear number sequence increases or decreases by the same amount each time and can be
described using a rule.
Missing number problems can be written using algebra, where a letter stands for the number we
don’t know.
Some number sentences have two unknown numbers, and there can be different pairs of
numbers that make the sentence true.
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Recap

Crucial Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

 Recognise and use the inverse relationship between multiplication and division and
addition and subtraction.
Use the inverse to solve missing number problems.


